
Palpable Pulse?

Limb Preservation Program (LPP)

PATHWAY

Ankle-Brachial Index 
(ABI) ≤ 0.7

Move to C
Yes

Yes No

Wound Present?

No

Discharge with 

Outpatient Follow-up

No

Yes

Clinical Suspicion 

for Infection

High

Move to B
Consult Wound Care 

(After Hours: ER or Hospitalist)

Low Obtain Labs* & 

Imaging (if indicated)

Unremarkable Workup

Consult Wound Care for Admission 

vs. Expedited Outpatient Workup

Concerning Workup

B: 

Infection Pathway

• Severe infection / gangrene

• Rapid progression of infection

• Sepsis

• Failed outpatient therapy

• Suspected osteomyelitis
• Mild / moderate cellulitis

• Labs*                       IV abx +/- XR 

(gas forming organism)

• Call for admission

• ED provider consult LPP vascular 

specialist**

• Obtain ABIs

• Arterial duplex

• CT / MR (if deemed necessary)

• LPP specialist to determine if 

emergent vascular intervention 

beneficial / possible vs. wound care 

vs. orthopedics consultation

• Labs*                       IV abx 

• Call for admission

• M-F, 0700-1700; ED provider to 

consult LPP vascular specialist

• Off hours / holidays; Hospitalist 

consult LPP vascular specialist in 

AM 

• Obtain ABIs

• Arterial duplex

• CT / MR (if deemed necessary)

• LPP vascular specialist to 

determine if emergent vascular 

intervention beneficial / possible vs. 

wound care vs. orthopedics 

consultation

Overarching goal is to make sure no amputations occur without 

vascular evaluation at least clinically +/- catheter based angio. 

(1) If transferring facility does not have 

capability, will need ED transfer

(2) Also want level of disease 

(3) No need for CT angio (save radiation / 

contrast load for cather-based angio)

C: 

No Palpable Pulse

Obtain arterial doppler (1)

Monophasic waveform (2)

Accelerated outpatient 

follow-up

Yes

No

Obtain CBC, CMP, 

Lactate, PT/INR, PTT, +/- 

initiate heparin (2)(3)

Acute foot or leg pain 

<72 hours

Consult LPP vascular 
specialist for possible 

emergent intervention**

Yes

No

* CBC, CMP, CRP, ESR, lactate, wound culture, HgA1c

** M-F 0700 - 1700: Call Drs. Minor, Waldo or on-call 

cardiologist

Off-Hours: Weekends & holidays use clinic answering 

service

Call the Limb 

Preservation Program 

406.327.4347

Limb Preservation Program

P: 406.327.4347 | F: 406.728.0613

Consider cather-based angiogram 

and endovascular therapy

Non-Emergent - Send Referral to:

 Limb Preservation Nurse Navigator 

(406) 327-4347
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